under the aegis of American Studies. Moreover, as Patrick McGreevy observes in his article "The American Question," a large number of universities in the region have intentionally branded themselves as "American," although they do not necessarily offer courses in American Studies. 6) As will become obvious in the course of this survey, however, the opening of the two centers in Cairo and Beirut, and especially the latter, created the impetus for a broad exchange of American Studies scholars within the MENA region and among scholars in it and those in the U.S., Europe and elsewhere that dramatically changed American Studies in the Middle East and the nature of the discipline as it is practiced elsewhere in the world. This paper will first examine the American Studies landscape in the MENA region in various countries in the second half of the twentieth century and then look at the ways that landscape has been altered by the events that have occurred in the first decade of the twenty-first century. As Ussama Makdisi and others have shown, there was a profound American influence on education and cultural life in the Arab world as early as the mid-nineteenth century, and as mentioned above, "American-style" education, implied by the use of the name "American" in the name of many institutions founded in the last 150 years in the region, was valued as a means of modernization and disinterested scholarship. 7) Some of the earliest courses and scholars in the MENA region to study the U.S. within the framework of the nascent discipline of 6) Ibid, 11. 7) Ussama Makdisi Studies "was placed in an aggregate of English language modules that disengaged it from ideological overtones and protected it from the suspicion and derision it had encountered in other parts of the world". 10)
As will be seen in other examples below, the proximity of American When Mr. Leach arrived at Egyptian universities with his translator, hundreds of students would surround him, asking for his autograph and e-mail address. He would talk with students for two hours in a packed auditorium, then the auditorium would be emptied and a new group of students would file in. That rhythm could last for a day.
But he faced many barriers before he ever got to a podium. He has made overtures to about sixteen universities. He has only spoken at four. "Universities are usually the most open of societies' institutions," he says.
"Here it is exactly the opposite."
To start, he had to find a faculty member on each Egyptian campus willing to help him coordinate an appearance. Egyptian professors notoriously juggle three and four jobs to make a living, and their work leaves them little free time. After Mr. Leach located a willing faculty partner, he still faced questioning by administrators: Was he planning on passing out Bibles, preaching free sex, or pushing a pro-Israel point of view? He learned that religion, sex, and politics were out as topics. Instead, he talked about marriage, family, media, cross-cultural stereotypes, and global warming. 29) Within the Center, however, Dr. Leach did not necessarily shy away from controversial subjects. He organized a series of films that examines their ties to local governments and to the U.S. government, offers a sense of the quantity and kinds of courses they offer, identifies faculty members and speakers who have worked with these programs, looks at the other activities they undertake (such as lectures, film series, conferences, fact-finding trips, etc.), and offers some quantitative data about the numbers of students in such courses, the kinds of degrees offered and the numbers who have graduated with degrees in American Studies.
The study concludes with some observations about current trends in American Studies in the region and some evaluations about which approaches at the various institutions surveyed have, in the author's estimation, been most successful.
